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(a) the general state of catechetical ministry 

in the country; that is, the socio-demographic 

landscape of Filipino catechists; and

(b) the ways and techniques 

on how we could have a more 

effective catechesis.



Stories

Discoveries

Promising Discourses



Our main thesis argues that these empirical 

data about catechetical ministry contribute 

to constructing what we (as Filipino 

Catholics) know about the Catholic religion 

and how such (mis)understanding offers a 

description of contemporary faith 

experience and practice in the Philippines. 

“
“



Catechetical Ministry
is alive
is given life by the committed faith-driven catechists, 
mostly volunteers in all parts of the Philippines.



STORIES



NCS 1

First National 
Catechetical Study 
(NCS) 1979 by the 
Episcopal Commission 
on Education and 
Religious Instruction
(ECERI ) 

Historical Research Context

NCS 2

Second National 
Catechetical Study 
(NCS) 1989 by the 
Episcopal Commission 
on Catechesis and 
Catholic Education  
(ECCCE)



(CBCP, 2002) (CBCP, 2003)

NCS 3

• In 2001: National Study on 
Catechetical Situation in 
Pastoral Setting by the 
Episcopal Commission on 
Catechesis and Catholic 
Education  (ECCCE)

• Results are published at 
DOCETE, official 
newsletter/journal of ECCCE

Historical Research Context



NCS 4

Fourth National 
Catechetical Study 
(NCS) 2018 by the 
Episcopal Commission 
on Catechesis and 
Catholic Education  
(ECCCE) NCS 5

Fifth National Catechetical Study 
(NCS) 2021: PARI Project by the 
Episcopal Commission on Catechesis 
and Catholic Education  (ECCCE)

Historical Research Context







NCS 2016-2018





NCS 2016-2018





Research story

In general, catechetical ministry (CM) in the Philippines is 
being carried-out by older lay educated women volunteers 
receiving minimal transportation allowance.  

Catechist respondents reported  having undergone formal 
training and are engaged with various on-going formation 
provided by ecclesiastical territories.































STORIES















Affinity to Mary, being a woman, mother, and 
follower of Christ, as most of the Filipino 
catechists are women

Challenges of doing catechesis, given its voluntary 

nature and limited resources… catechetical work as 

likened to sharing in the suffering of Christ



Research story

Nationally, catechist respondents’ reported 

relatively high level of happiness, commitment and 

satisfaction reflects “faith-based service” practiced 

through catechetical ministry. 



Research story

While there seems to be no observed problem with the life 

dispositions of these catechist respondents, structural 

issues of formation, support and compensation were 

identified as critical factors impacting the variations, 

shape, delivery and quality of catechetical ministry in the 

country.  













Design Quantitative Qualitative

Strategies
*Survey

(self and/or interviewer -administered)

*Interview

(key informant/group/online)

Tools *Questionnaire
*Interview guide

(key informant/group/online)

Sampling
Multi-stage, Stratified Cluster, Lot Quality 

Assurance Sampling (LQAS)
Purposive

Empirical Data Matrix: 
NCS 2021



Design Quantitative Qualitative

Respondents *Catechized *Catechized

Analytical techniques *Descriptive statistics

*Coding

*Thematic analysis

*Narratives

Software

*KoBoCollect

*MS Excel

*IBM SPSS

*MS Word

*Word cloud generator

*MaxQDA

Empirical Data Matrix: 
NCS 2021



DISCOVERIES





One should be cautious in discussing about who 

are the Filipino Catholics without asking first the 

question, if there was ever an experience of a 

truly educative meaningful catechesis? 



Conquering Evil with Good –
CBCP Pastoral Statement



When people do not understand our essential doctrines as 
Roman Catholic Christians, we have also ourselves to blame. 
It could also mean we have failed in our preaching. Perhaps 
we have not been effective enough in our catechesis about 

the faith? 

“

Faith: Our People’s 
Source of Strength

CBCP Pastoral Statement, Conquering Evil with Good, January 28, 2019











Socio-demographic implications

• Enhance catechetical ministry by going beyond 

children catechesis.

• Introduce other forms like family, liturgical, 

parish/community-based catechesis. 

• Involve more males and youth as catechists.





















n % n % n % n % n %

Yes 629 93.0 975 94.6 962 96.0 641 97.7 3207 95.3

No 47 7.0 56 5.4 40 4.0 15 2.3 158 4.7

Total 676 100.0 1031 100.0 1002 100.0 656 100.0 3365 100.0

Yes 661 97.2 971 93.8 958 95.3 625 95.3 3215 95.2

No 19 2.8 64 6.2 47 4.7 31 4.7 161 4.8

Total 680 100.0 1035 100.0 1005 100.0 656 100.0 3376 100.0

Age they first received 

catechesis (X)

Yes 582 94.5 905 97.1 892 98.2 576 99.1 2955 97.3

No 4 0.6 5 0.5 4 0.4 1 0.2 0 0.0

I do not care 30 4.9 22 2.4 12 1.3 4 0.7 68 2.2

Total 616 100.0 932 100.0 908 100.0 581 100.0 3037 100.0

Total

 In your opinion, do you find the catechesis you receive to be meaningful?  

Indicators
8-14 years old 15-30 years old 31-59 years old 60 years old & above

 Do you know any catechist in your parish? 

 In your lifetime, have you ever been taught by a catechist? 

8 9 11 11

Table 1. Catechized Respondents’ Experience on 
Receiving Catechesis (n=3381)



Figure 1. Catechetical Instruction Topics Learned 
from Catechesis (%)



Religious Practices N %

Going to Holy Mass 3218 97.6

Making the Sign of the Cross 3205 97.2

Praying in Silence 3204 97.2

Praying the rosary 3158 95.8

Receiving Holy Communion 3103 94.1

Reading the Bible 2963 89.9

Going to Confession 2931 88.9

Meditating on the Via Crucis 

or Way of the Cross
2735 83.0

Praying Marian novenas 2707 82.1

Others* 140 4.2

Table 2. Observance of Religious Practices 
(n=3381)



n X Interpretation n X Interpretation n X Interpretation n X Interpretation

Going to Holy Mass 655 2.58 Always 1012 2.66 Always 964 2.79 Always 609 2.86 Always

Making the Sign of the Cross 662 2.80 Always 1003 2.88 Always 961 2.94 Always 616 2.96 Always

Praying in Silence 655 2.64 Always 1012 2.77 Always 968 2.90 Always 608 2.89 Always

Praying the rosary 642 2.12 Sometimes 990 2.01 Sometimes 961 2.33 Sometimes 619 2.62 Always

Receiving Holy Communion 602 2.55 Always 978 2.62 Always 940 2.77 Always 605 2.86 Always

Reading the Bible 615 1.86 Sometimes 934 1.81 Sometimes 948 2.09 Sometimes 584 2.31 Sometimes

Going to Confession 575 1.97 Sometimes 929 1.92 Sometimes 922 1.97 Sometimes 586 2.05 Sometimes

Meditating on the Via Crucis 

or Way of the Cross
524 2.00 Sometimes 860 1.99 Sometimes 902 2.16 Sometimes 569 2.27 Sometimes

Praying Marian novenas 514 1.97 Sometimes 859 1.89 Sometimes 878 2.19 Sometimes 564 2.44 Always

Others* 34 2.03 Sometimes 52 2.21 Sometimes 66 2.32 Sometimes 61 2.38 Always

Religious Practices
8-14 years old 15-30 years old 60 years old & above31-59 years old

 Interpretation: 1.0-1.667 = rarely; 1.668-2.334 = sometimes; 2.335-3.0 = always

Table 3. Frequency of the Observance of 
Religious Events (n=3381)





N % N %

Being family oriented 3197 95.2 2540 81.5

Sense of pakikipagkapwa-tao 3187 94.9 2485 79.7

Sense of kagandahang-loob 3120 92.9 2426 77.9

Pakikiramay 3077 91.6 2542 81.6

Sense of utang na loob 3025 90.1 2456 78.8

Sense of bayanihan 3002 89.4 2428 77.9

Being meal-oriented 2979 88.7 2520 80.9

Pagmamano 2930 87.2 2337 75.0

Sense of hiya 2704 80.5 2293 73.6

Being bayani-oriented 2607 77.6 2227 71.5

Kuwentuhan 2516 74.9 2436 78.2

Being kundiman-oriented 2316 68.9 1730 55.5

Being spirit-oriented 2298 68.4 2022 64.9

Notion of Filipino time 2008 59.8 2394 76.8

Cultural Practices
Influenced by 

Catholicism

Still observed 

today

Table 4. Cultural Practices Influenced by 
Catholicism and Still Being Observed (n=3381)



…the Catholic faith indeed for about five 

centuries shaped our value system on family, 

community, respect to others, etc., but this 

should be perceived as shared human values 

across nations and religions that also point 

to our precolonial dispositions and cultures.    

“
“



Religious Events N %

Christmas 3297 97.9

All Saints’ and All Souls’ Day 3225 95.8

Holy Week 3221 95.6

Fiestas 3218 95.5

Easter Sunday 3098 92.0

Advent 2878 85.5

Marian Feasts 2849 84.6

Local traditions (popular religiosity) 2065 61.3

Others* 119 3.5

Table 6. Religious Events Celebration (n=3381)



• Suggesting underlying religious values inform and 
shape the humanity of Filipinos sharing this faith not 
only in the Philippines but translated and 
translocated in most parts of the world…

• Filipinos are international migrants taking the 
Catholic faith as they work and live abroad. 





n % n % n % n % n %

Yes 485 72.2 784 76.5 802 80.8 516 79.5 2587 77.5

No 187 27.8 241 23.5 191 19.2 133 20.5 752 22.5

Total 672 100.0 1025 100.0 993 100.0 649 100.0 3339 100.0

Yes 221 46.0 404 52.0 448 56.9 298 59.2 1371 53.8

No 259 54.0 373 48.0 340 43.1 205 40.8 1177 46.2

Total 480 100.0 777 100.0 788 100.0 503 100.0 2548 100.0

Yes 440 92.4 717 93.0 770 97.5 483 96.4 2410 95.0

No 8 0.0 12 0.0 10 0.0 13 0.0 0 0.0

I do not know 28 5.9 42 5.4 10 1.3 5 1.0 85 3.3

Total 476 100.0 771 100.0 790 100.0 501 100.0 2538 100.0

Yes 443 93.3 731 94.7 780 98.5 488 97.0 2442 96.1

No 3 0.6 11 1.4 3 0.4 5 1.0 22 0.9

I do not know 29 6.1 30 3.9 9 1.1 10 2.0 78 3.1

Total 475 100.0 772 100.0 792 100.0 503 100.0 2542 100.0

Yes 398 84.1 683 89.0 754 95.2 478 96.2 2313 91.5

No 16 3.4 19 2.5 10 1.3 5 1.0 50 2.0

I do not know 59 12.5 65 8.5 28 3.5 14 2.8 166 6.6

Total 473 100.0 767 100.0 792 100.0 497 100.0 2529 100.0

Yes 417 88.7 673 87.6 745 94.1 470 93.8 2305 91.1

No 53 11.3 95 12.4 47 5.9 31 6.2 226 8.9

I do not know 7 1.5 4 0.5 2 0.3 0 0.0 13 0.5

Total 470 100.0 768 100.0 792 100.0 501 100.0 2531 100.0

Religion teachers 398 98.3 647 97.9 727 99.0 452 99.1 2224 98.6

Catholic school 

teachers
366 95.6 616 94.6 695 97.2 432 98.0 2109 96.3

Christian Living 

Education teachers
350 93.8 622 97.5 681 97.7 414 98.1 2067 97.0

Values Education 

teachers
358 93.5 603 94.1 682 96.7 419 97.4 2062 95.5

Theology professors 262 77.1 519 83.8 620 93.0 374 94.0 1775 87.7

Others 31 77.5 45 69.2 36 78.3 21 67.7 133 73.1

Total
Indicators

8-14 years old 15-30 years old 31-59 years old 60 years old & above

 Based on what you know, are there any Catholic schools in your area? 

 Have you experienced studying in a Catholic school? 

 Do you think these Catholic schools are important in today's society? 

 Do you think these Catholic schools help in the promotion of the Catholic faith? 

 Do you think these Catholic schools assist in understanding selected Church-related social issues? 

 Do you consider the following teachers as catechists? (multiple response)

 Do you think these Catholic schools encourage students to be catechists in the parish? 

Table 7. Catholic Schools importance and value 
in the promotion of Catechism (n=3381)



n % n % n % n % n %

Yes 485 72.2 784 76.5 802 80.8 516 79.5 2587 77.5

No 187 27.8 241 23.5 191 19.2 133 20.5 752 22.5

Total 672 100.0 1025 100.0 993 100.0 649 100.0 3339 100.0

Yes 221 46.0 404 52.0 448 56.9 298 59.2 1371 53.8

No 259 54.0 373 48.0 340 43.1 205 40.8 1177 46.2

Total 480 100.0 777 100.0 788 100.0 503 100.0 2548 100.0

Yes 440 92.4 717 93.0 770 97.5 483 96.4 2410 95.0

No 8 0.0 12 0.0 10 0.0 13 0.0 0 0.0

I do not know 28 5.9 42 5.4 10 1.3 5 1.0 85 3.3

Total 476 100.0 771 100.0 790 100.0 501 100.0 2538 100.0

Yes 443 93.3 731 94.7 780 98.5 488 97.0 2442 96.1

No 3 0.6 11 1.4 3 0.4 5 1.0 22 0.9

I do not know 29 6.1 30 3.9 9 1.1 10 2.0 78 3.1

Total 475 100.0 772 100.0 792 100.0 503 100.0 2542 100.0

Yes 398 84.1 683 89.0 754 95.2 478 96.2 2313 91.5

No 16 3.4 19 2.5 10 1.3 5 1.0 50 2.0

I do not know 59 12.5 65 8.5 28 3.5 14 2.8 166 6.6

Total 473 100.0 767 100.0 792 100.0 497 100.0 2529 100.0

Yes 417 88.7 673 87.6 745 94.1 470 93.8 2305 91.1

No 53 11.3 95 12.4 47 5.9 31 6.2 226 8.9

I do not know 7 1.5 4 0.5 2 0.3 0 0.0 13 0.5

Total 470 100.0 768 100.0 792 100.0 501 100.0 2531 100.0

Religion teachers 398 98.3 647 97.9 727 99.0 452 99.1 2224 98.6

Catholic school 

teachers
366 95.6 616 94.6 695 97.2 432 98.0 2109 96.3

Christian Living 

Education teachers
350 93.8 622 97.5 681 97.7 414 98.1 2067 97.0

Values Education 

teachers
358 93.5 603 94.1 682 96.7 419 97.4 2062 95.5

Theology professors 262 77.1 519 83.8 620 93.0 374 94.0 1775 87.7

Others 31 77.5 45 69.2 36 78.3 21 67.7 133 73.1

Total
Indicators

8-14 years old 15-30 years old 31-59 years old 60 years old & above

 Based on what you know, are there any Catholic schools in your area? 

 Have you experienced studying in a Catholic school? 

 Do you think these Catholic schools are important in today's society? 

 Do you think these Catholic schools help in the promotion of the Catholic faith? 

 Do you think these Catholic schools assist in understanding selected Church-related social issues? 

 Do you consider the following teachers as catechists? (multiple response)

 Do you think these Catholic schools encourage students to be catechists in the parish? 

Table 8. Catholic Schools importance and value 
in the promotion of Catechism (n=3381)



n % n %

Abortion 2236 81.7 70 94.6

Divorce 2235 81.7 66 89.2

Reproductive health issues 2058 75.2 57 77.0

Same-sex marriage 2019 73.8 67 90.5

Politics-related issues 1899 69.4 52 70.3

Church scandals 1837 67.1 51 68.9

Labor-related issues 1683 61.5 47 63.5

Others* 44 1.6 44 1.6

Church-related Social Issues
Respondents' Awaress Church's Position

Table 9. Awareness of the Church-related 
Social Issues (n=3381)



..Reflects the issues being faced by 
the present Philippine Catholic 

Church

“
“





When research stories are listened to…

•CBCP & the power to inspire & change

•Bishops & priests as first catechists

•Catechists and catechetical leaders are given 
attention & resources

•Hope for effective catechetical ministry



July 2017

Catechetical Ministry in PH facing direct challenges



July 2018

117th CBCP Plenary Assembly Presentation

July 9, 2018

Pope Pius XII Catholic Center



July 2019



This experience of 
researching and listening to 
the stories of KATEKISTA, 

both catechists and 
catechetical leaders has been 
transformative and humbling 

experience for us. 

“
“



Catechetical ministry is still 
alive and being given life by 

KATEKISTA - what we call as 
"faith-driven" servants, front 

liners, and may be considered 
defenders of our faith.

“
“



The catechists and 
catechetical leaders are 

in the heart of this 
education of faith 

process.

“
“



To heed this call may probably heal and find meaning 
to the wounds being thrusts and inflicted to our Church. 

• KATEKISTA offers hope.

• KATEKISTA finds meaning in sacrifices.

• KATEKISTA knows what it meant to truly serve and volunteer. 

• KATEKISTA may be the richness of our faith that could glue our 
Church more cohesively.



PROMISING 
DISCOURSES



Some conceptual points to 
consider  

Contextualize the discussion of Catholicism, 
particularly in the context of Philippine experience… 
recognizing social rituals as central in the study of 
Catholic religion (Collins 1992).



Some conceptual points to 
consider  

Consider colonial and post-colonial discourses in 
appropriating what we know about Catholicism 
relative to our being Filipinos as a country of many 
cultures and nations (Alatas,2017;Bulatao, 1965; 
Cornelio, 2012)



Some conceptual points to 
consider  

Produce a Sociology of Filipino Catholicism that 
emphasizes the practices and beliefs in the Catholic 
faith contextualized historically as shaped by socio-
economic, demographic and other significant 
contemporary issues such as migration, ecology, and 
technologies.



Some methodological points 
to consider  

In dire need of organized 

statistical data about 
Catholics and our practices.



Some methodological points 
to consider  

Researching Catholicism has 

been segmented and has not 

taken off consistently as an 

established space of scientific 
multi-disciplinary discourse.



Some methodological points 
to consider  

Catholic universities and schools 

in the Philippines have relatively 

produced a rich data source of 

Catholicism but there is a need 

to interweave and interrogate 

these ideas in a more 
systematic way.



This conference is an 
eye-opening: 

Why there is no 
Center of Catholic Studies 

in the Philippines?



As we remember the 500 years of 
Catholic Christianity in the country, this is 
the right time for CBCP, and Philippine 
Catholic universities to establish network 
with experts to help understand our lives 
as Catholics in this part of the world.



One catechist shared

About how she persevered

Teaching the students stories

About God

About the Church.

By Clarence M. Batan
Translated to English by Luciana L. Urquiola

Why Do Children Refuse 

Attending the Mass?



A parent shared

About her children

Who are unruly in the house

Disrespectful to the elders

Disinterested to attend mass.

By Clarence M. Batan
Translated to English by Luciana L. Urquiola

Why Do Children Refuse 

Attending the Mass?



A child narrated

About the situation

Of her beloved family

Parents who always fight,

Parents who feel apart.

By Clarence M. Batan
Translated to English by Luciana L. Urquiola

Why Do Children Refuse 

Attending the Mass?



When the catechist asked

The child, “Why won’t you attend 

mass?”

She answered in tears,

“They” do not go to Church, they

Who never mature in faith at all.

By Clarence M. Batan
Translated to English by Luciana L. Urquiola

Why Do Children Refuse 

Attending the Mass?



In sobs and cries, the catechist

Persisted to persuade

The child so confused about this world

“For the parents, it seems like

To face their children with the truth—

By Clarence M. Batan
Translated to English by Luciana L. Urquiola

Why Do Children Refuse 

Attending the Mass?



“About the faith

“About the Church

“About Christ,”

Whispering a prayer, the catechist

Watched the child

Held by her parent

Leading her out of the chapel

Once upon a Sunday

In a place of catechesis.

By Clarence M. Batan
Translated to English by Luciana L. Urquiola

Why Do Children Refuse 

Attending the Mass?





“Pagpalain po tayong lahat ng 
Poong Maykapal.”

“God bless us all.”




