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Introduction  | Context 

Society has slowly changed its landscape in 
terms of gender role appreciation. Women 
presence are now being felt if not recognized 
in various sectors like economics, politics 
(Reddy, 2012) and education . 



ARGUMENT
This paper argues about the significant role of Filipino 
women in Catechetical Ministry; being carried-out by 

relatively aging volunteers, who are receiving minimum 

transportation allowance. These women catechists 

fulfill their duties with utmost commitment, happiness 

and satisfaction. Their stories of service and hope 

despite of their age are crucial in making the Catholic 

Christian faith alive in the Philippines. 



LITERATURE REVIEW 
Church Documents

❑ Women would seem to be the natural choice for educating the 
young and working for the Christian promotion of women. 
(Tomko,1993)

❑ How can we forget the important role played by women: their 
work in the family, in schools, in political, social and cultural 
life, and especially their teaching of Christian doctrine? 
(Redemptoris Missio 71) 

ROLE OF WOMEN CATECHISTS IN THE CHURCH 



LITERATURE REVIEW

Women participated in the spreading of the 
gospel on the basis of their faith in Christ, 
not because of their sex, marital status, or 
role in reproduction (Kelly, 2019). 



RESEARCH FOCUS

How the intersection of Filipino 
women catechists’ age and gender 
play constructive & critical roles in 
making the Catholic faith alive in 
the Philippines





Research Space

Philippine Catholic Church
17 Ecclesiastical Provinces
86 Ecclesiastical Territories



RESEARCH photo-journey of 
Filipino women in 
Catechetical Ministry (CM)

Notice women in photos



NCS 2021: PARI Project LAUNCH & 
ACCCRE/NAC-PHIL General Assembly
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Research Story
In general, catechetical ministry (CM) in 
the Philippines is being carried-out by 
older lay educated women volunteers 
receiving minimal transportation support. 



Data Matrix of Discussion Points
Research Poems

Themes
Discussion Points Argument Points

Hapunan *Role of women in the family 

*Desire to serve the church

Service

Sanhedrin Women and authority Service

Simon Sireneo *Support of family

*“Kumadre” system

Hope

Pagsalubong *Informal leaders

*Multi-tasking

Service

Habilin Marian devotion and deep 

appreciation/relation to the “suffering 

Christ” (Via Crucis)

Hope

Pagkabuhay Sharing | witness of the resurrection | 

promise of renewed life

Service & hope
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HAPUNAN

Nagulat ang lahat nang

Sa gitna ng hapunang

Kanyang hinanda,

Nagsabi si Nanay -

Nakangiti, nananabik

Sa desisyong magturo

Muli, tulad noon.

I



HAPUNAN

Na muling gawin

Ang mahal na propesyon -

Malaking pananagutan

Misyon sa simbahan,

Ang maging katekista.

Di naman nagulat

Si Tatay at mga anak

Dahil palagi siyang

Nasa simbahan.

I



HAPUNAN

Bilin ni Tatay,

"Huwag mo lang kaming

Kalilimutan, isasantabi".

Tugon ni Nanay,

"Hindi naman Mahal, 

"Kayo pa rin, una

"Kong pananagutan".

Ngumiti ang lahat

Sa hapunang masarap

I



HAPUNAN

At matapos kumain,

Si Nanay pa rin

Nagmismis, naghugas.

Ito ang unang

Krus sa daan

Ng katekistang-lingkod,

Sakrispisyong makahulugan. 

I













Discussion point

Hapunan | Filipino women 
catechists are nurturers of the 
family and  they desire to serve 
the church even in their old age.
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SANHEDRÍN

Nang masayang matanggap

Ni Nanay-teacher -

Ang bagong katekista,

Ang kanyang assignment

Sa pampublikong paaralan,

Pinaghandaan niya ang araw

Pagdalaw sa school

Pagharap sa principal

Upang kunin - schedule.

III



SANHEDRÍN

Apat lang pagpipilian:

Umagang-umaga,

Sa pagitan ng recess,

Matapos ang tanghalian,

O bago mag-uwian.

Tulad ni Hesus

Sa harap ng Sanhedrin,

Ang mapagkumbabang-tangan

III



SANHEDRÍN

Sa harap ng makapangyarihan,

Waring di pagtutol

Para misyon matuloy,

Kahit anong oras,

Katekesismo matupad. 

Ito ang ikatlong

Krus sa daan

Ng katekistang-lingkod,

Sakrispisyong makahulugan.

III





















Discussion point

Sanhedrin | Filipino women 
catechists submit to authorities in 
the fulfillment of their teaching 
tasks.
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SIMÓN SIRENEO

Sa panahon ng 

pangangailangan

Sa mga gawaing-katesismo

Maraming Simon Sireneo -

Mga mabubuting taong

Sa katekista'y tumutulong.

Mula sa mga Tatay

At maraming kasama

Sa abalang bahay,

Para libreng ihatid

VII



SIMÓN SIRENEO

Ang Nanay na katekista

Sa anumang pagtitipon,

At libre ding sunduin

Pagkatapos ng pulong.

Hanggang sa kasamang

Kapwa-katekistang

Kumadre't kaibigan,

Handang magpautang

VII



SIMÓN SIRENEO

Kahit bayaran, matagal.

Itong misteryong-misyon

Kung bakit di maiwan

Ang pagiging katekista

Ang teacher na Nanay.

Ito ang ikapitong

Krus sa daan

Ng katekistang-lingkod,

Sakrispisyong makahulugan.

VII









Discussion point
Simon Sireneo | 
• The support of family is crucial in their 

ministry.
• They develop long lasting relationships with 

their co-catechists and form communion 
with them (“kumadre” system).
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PAGSALUBONG

Ang pagiging katekista,

Kahit puno ng sakripisyo'y

May dulot na galak

Dahil sa misyong-pagtahak.

Maraming makakasalubong

Na palaging magtatanong,

Kaya't tamang sagot

Dapat laging tangan.

VIII



PAGSALUBONG

Kailan ang binyag?

Kailan ang kasal?

Sino ang magpapakumpisal?

Ang kumpilan kelan?

Saan ang daan ng 

prusisyon?

Bakit wala si Father?

Nasaan si Father?

May kasal ba si Father?

VIII



PAGSALUBONG

Pwede bang magpa-bless

Kahit nagsi-siesta si Father?

Lahat ito'y impormasyon

Na waring pananagutan

Ng katekistang laging

Laman ng simbahan.

Ito ang ikawalong

Krus sa daan

Ng katekistang-lingkod,

Sakrispisyong makahulugan. 

VIII







Discussion point

Pagsalubong | Filipino women 
catechists  are considered as 
informal leaders in their 
respective parishes/communities.
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HABILIN
Ang pagiging katekista

At tiwalang-bigay

Habiling-taglay

Malaking pananagutan

Upang manatiling-buhay,

Bawat aral ng ebanghelyo

Bawat kwento ng bibliya

Bawat tradisyong turo

Bawat istorya ng kabanalan

XI



HABILIN
Katuwang ang patnubay

Ng apostol na Juan,

Ang malapit kay Jesus

Kanyang kaibigan.

At tangan ang pagmamahal,

Ni Mariang ating ina

Na tadtad-dalamhati

Ang pusong-sinugatan

Ng hirap ng Anak

Timping nasaksihan.

XI



HABILIN

Kay Maria ibinilin

Ni Hesus ang simbahan

Sa panahong lumilimlim

Ang lahat ng pag-asa

Sa bantang kawalan

Ng mundong-buhay.

XI



HABILIN

Katekista'y maka-Maria

Rosaryo laging kapit

Sa lipunang makulit

Katesismong himig.

Ito ang ikalabing-isang

Krus sa daan

Ng katekistang-lingkod,

Sakrispisyong makahulugan. 

XI













Discussion point
Habilin | Marian devotion and deep 
appreciation/relation to the “suffering Christ” 
(Via Crucis) give hope and strength to 
Filipino women catechists in rendering their 
services despite of many challenges.
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PAGKABUHAY

Piniling misyon ay

Maging katekista

Pero ang totoo -

Sila’y maingat na pinili

Ng Poong Maykapal,

Upang maging katuwang

Sa matiyagang pag-aalaga

Sa simbahang mahal.

XIV



PAGKABUHAY

Buhayin ang 
pananampalatayang

Nanamlay at paulit-ulit

Walang tigil, nagpaalala

Ng mga mahahalagang aral

Tungkol sa paghahanda

Sa muling pagkabuhay!

XIV



PAGKABUHAY

Katekistang kayamanan

Ng ating simbahan.

Ito ang ikalabing-apat

Krus sa daan

Ng katekistang-lingkod,

Sakrispisyong makahulugan. 

XIV













How satisfied are you as a 
catechist?







Discussion point

Pagkabuhay | The Filipino women 
catechists’ life is filled with hope  like the 
women in the biblical times who witnessed 
the resurrection. Their old age do not hinder 
them in sharing their faith in Jesus, to those 
whom they catechize.



Data Matrix of Discussion Points
Research Poems

Themes
Discussion Points Argument Points

Hapunan *Role of women in the family 

*Desire to serve the church

Service

Sanhedrin Women and authority Service

Simon Sireneo *Support of family

*“Kumadre” system

Hope

Pagsalubong *Informal leaders

*Multi-tasking

Service

Habilin Marian devotion and deep 

appreciation/relation to the “suffering 

Christ” (Via Crucis)

Hope

Pagkabuhay Sharing | witness of the resurrection | 

promise of renewed life

Service & hope



Concluding Insights
• The Filipino women catechists’ religious 

disposition to serve is noteworthy in making 
catechetical ministry (CM) alive in the 
Philippines. However, there is a need to explore 
on how CM invite/include other church members 
like the males and youth to serve as catechists.



• Such inclusivity calls for research-based  
interventions that focus on other forms of  
catechesis (for example, catechesis 
focusing on youth, adult, family and 
community).  This  will hopefully make the  
Catholic Christian faith more alive and 
enduring in the Philippines. 

Concluding Insights



• Despite persisting & emerging Catholic 
Church crises (for example, various church 
scandals and state indifferences on selected 

social issues) and the reality of aging
Filipino women in catechetical ministry, 
they are meaningfully keeping the 
Catholic faith alive.

Concluding Insights
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