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Gifted to Give
500 Years of Christianity 
in the Philippines



Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines’ (CBCP) 
Episcopal Commission on Catechesis and Catholic Education (ECCCE)
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Amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic

The New
Directory for Catechesis

Launched in June 25, 2020,
by Archbishop Rino Fisichella, 
president of the Pontifical Council 
for the Promotion of the New 
Evangelization.

(Photo: Catholic Outlook)





The whole Christian 
community is responsible for 
the ministry of catechesis, but 
each one according to his 
particular condition in the 
Church: ordained ministers, 
consecrated persons,
lay faithful.

Directory for Catechesis (2020, p. 77)
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In their daily life,
interwoven with family
and social relationships,
the laity come to realize that they 
“are given this special vocation: to 
make the Church present and 
fruitful in those places and 
circumstances where it is only 
through them that she can
become the salt of the earth”
Antiquum Ministerium
Apostolic letter of Pope Francis on 
instituting the Ministry of Catechist
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Faith: Our People’s Source of Strength

“When people do not understand our essential doctrines as
Roman Catholic Christians, we have also ourselves to blame.

It could also mean we have failed in our preaching. Perhaps we 
have not been effective enough in our catechesis about the 

faith? Perhaps we should find better and more appropriate ways of 
communicating the faith. Our preparation for the celebration of the

500th year of Christianity in the Philippines could serve as a 
perfect opportunity to embark on a renewed integral 

evangelization in word and witness.”

CBCP Pastoral Statement,
Conquering Evil with Good,

January 28, 2019



NCS 1
First National 
Catechetical Study 
(NCS) 1979 by the 
Episcopal Commission 
on Education and 
Religious Instruction
(ECERI ) 

Historical Research Context

NCS 2
Second National 
Catechetical Study 
(NCS) 1989 by the 
Episcopal Commission 
on Catechesis and 
Catholic Education  
(ECCCE)



(CBCP, 2002) (CBCP, 2003)

NCS 3

• In 2001: National Study on 
Catechetical Situation in 
Pastoral Setting by the 
Episcopal Commission on 
Catechesis and Catholic 
Education  (ECCCE)

• Results are published at 
DOCETE, official 
newsletter/journal of ECCCE

Historical Research Context



NCS 4
Fourth National 
Catechetical Study 
(NCS) 2018 by the 
Episcopal Commission 
on Catechesis and 
Catholic Education  
(ECCCE) NCS 5

Fifth National Catechetical Study 
(NCS) 2021: PARI Project by the 
Episcopal Commission on 
Catechesis and Catholic Education  
(ECCCE)

Historical Research Context



The whole Christian 
community is responsible for 
the ministry of catechesis, but 
each one according to his 
particular condition in the 
Church: ordained ministers, 
consecrated persons,
lay faithful.

Directory for Catechesis (2020)
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Catechetical Ministry is alive,
is given life by the

committed faith-driven catechists, 
mostly volunteers in all parts of the Philippines.

Photo from the Diocese of Kabankalan



Catechists may be considered as 
the front liners of our Church, the 
primary evangelizers of our faith. 





9 Pastoral Priorities

Response to the 
call of the 

Spirit for a New 
Evangelization



Integral Faith Formation (2013)
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Laity (2014)
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The Poor (2015)
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Eucharist and Family (2016)
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The Parish as a
Communion of Communities 

Photo from the Diocese of Malolos

(2017)



Clergy and Consecrated Persons (2018)
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Photo from the Diocese of Tandag

Youth (2019)



Photo from the Diocese of Iligan

Ecumenism, Interreligious Dialogue and
Indigenous People (2020)



Missio Ad Gentes (2021)
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Formation sets as its goal, in the first place, making 
catechists aware that as baptized persons they 

are true missionary disciples, meaning active 
participants in evangelization, and on this basis are 
enabled by the Church to communicate the Gospel 

and to accompany and educate believers in the 
faith. The formation of catechists therefore helps to 
develop the skills needed to communicate the faith 

and to accompany the brothers in their growth. 

Directory for Catechesis (2020, p. 86)





Hidden 
treasures 
of our 
Catholic 
Church



The real wealth of 
catechists is the 
lack of material 
wealth, as their 
real gain, is the 
overflowing 
wealth of faith 
that they teach 
and live by. 



surveyed catechists validated for analysis

26,978
NATIONAL

DEMOGRAPHIC 
PROFILE OF THE 
CATECHIST 
RESPONDENTS



NATIONALNATIONAL

BIOLOGICAL SEX OF THE CATECHIST 
RESPONDENTS

93%
womenn=26,217



NATIONAL

AGE OF THE CATECHIST RESPONDENTS

52 years old
average age of catechists

n=26,262



State of Life 
in Church

n=24,840



How are you ministering as a catechist?

n = 24,776



Form of 
Compensation

n=842 to 7,738



What best describes your life situation at present?

NATIONAL

n=25,059

Are you happy at the moment as a catechist?

NATIONAL

n=24,967



How satisfied are you as a catechist?

NATIONAL

n=24,449

How would you rate your commitment as a catechist at the moment?

NATIONAL

n=23,446



Hidden gems 
that our 
Catholic Church 
need to nourish, 
love, and 
support





Sense of Catholic Identity

n= 6,503



Catechetical instruction concepts
learned from catechesis

n= 6,048



Catechetical instruction concepts
learned from catechesis

n= 6,012



Contributing factors to an
effective catechesis

n= 6,237





The Catholic school is an ecclesial subject 
that makes the Church’s mission visible 
above all in the fields of education and 
culture. It has as its point of reference the 

particular Church, with respect to which it is 
not a foreign body. One must not, therefore, 

exclude or marginalize its Catholic identity or 
its role in evangelization. 

Directory for Catechesis (2020, p.187)



Eight of every ten catechized 
respondents reported being 
knowledgeable of a Catholic 
School in their area. 

n= 6,426



Half of the 
catechized 
respondents 
experienced 
studying in  
Catholic schools.

n= 4,777



Majority of the 
catechized 
respondents 
report that 
Catholic Schools 
are important in 
today’s society. 

n=4764



Majority report 
that Catholic 
Schools help 
promote the 
Catholic Faith.

n= 4,767



Majority report 
Catholic Schools 
encourage 
students to be 
catechists in the 
parish.

n= 4,761



Majority report 
that Catholic 
Schools assist in 
understanding 
selected
Church-related 
social issues.

n=4741









“…It is a right of parents and of students to receive a 
complete formation, since the religious factor is a 
dimension of existence and cannot be overlooked 

in a context, such as school is, that proposes to 
undertake the harmonious development of the 

personality. The teaching of the Catholic religion, in 
this sense, has a great educational value and 

serves the development of society itself.” 

Directory for Catechesis (2020, p. 189)



ET MALAYBALAY IG 254



ET COTABATO IG 257



ET ZAMBOANGA IG 334



The whole Christian 
community is responsible for 
the ministry of catechesis, but 
each one according to his 
particular condition in the 
Church: ordained ministers, 
consecrated persons,
lay faithful.

Directory for Catechesis (2020, p. 17)
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The voices of the 
catechized echo 
the shared depth 
of experiences 
they learned from 
their catechists 
when they were 
children. 



ET BUTUAN IG 250:

We all need to teach.
Everybody should be a catechist 
in any form which will start from 
the younger ones. We must have 
the mechanism and creativity to 
build the young minds and hearts 
to form the kingdom of God.
It is a long way journey for us to 
traverse, but if all of us will take part 
in this undertaking and everything 
is possible with God!

Photo from the Archdiocese of Palo



Missio Ad Gentes (2021)

Photo from the Military Ordinariate

Our catechized respondents are willing to 
volunteer as catechists across age groups, 

especially the young and adults. 

We just need to find 
ways to engaged them 
and engaged with them 
the “synodal process”.



Research-based
Intervention Outcomes (RIO)



Catechists are both gifts and 
givers willing to serve and 
sacrifice for teaching our 
Catholic faith. 



Research-based Intervention 
Outcomes (RIO) Gifts of… Givers of…

Katekista: Mga Tulang 
Pananaliksik

Stories of catechists & 
catechetical leaders

Voices & 
experiences of 
doing catechesis

Catechetical Modules Pastoral priorities Formation & 
Training  

Katekista: Findings and 
Insights

Stories on catechetical 
ministry

Voices & 
experiences of 
doing catechesis

Catechetical Research and 
Documentation

Technological research 
resources

Assistance to local 
initiatives

Bible Catechesis Rich lessons from the 
Bible

Formation 



Research-based 
Intervention Outcomes 

(RIO)

Gifts of… Givers of…

Digital Catechesis Digital access to 
resources

Virtual catechesis

Catechesis on St. Joseph Teachings of St. Joseph Formation

Creative Resources Stories of catechists Creative methods 
of teaching and 
learning 
catechesis 

Adult Catechesis Stories of catechized 
adults

Formation among 
adults

Catechetical Human 
Resources Handbook

Stories on doing 
catechesis

A handbook for 
catechetical 
ministries



Responses through Publications



Future Responses











“The Church is called to reflect on the unique 
approach to the search for faith among digital 

young people, and as a result to bring its own 
approach to proclaiming the Gospel up to date 

with the language of the new generations, 
inviting them to create a new sense of 

community belonging that includes and is not 
exhausted by that which they experience 

online.”
Directory for Catechesis (2020, p. 221)











This proves that no pandemic 
can stop us from doing 
catechesis. Because “we are 
gifted to give” no matter what 
challenges we have to endure.  



In our 500 Years of 
Christianity, we 
celebrate the 
“catechists in all of us.”



Catechetical ministry 
is still alive and being 

given life by 
KATEKISTA - what we 

call as "faith-driven" 
servants, front liners, 

and may be 
considered defenders 

of our faith.

“
“



“May the discernment of the gifts that the 
Holy Spirit never fail to grant to the Church 

sustain their efforts to make the
lay ministry of Catechist effective for the

growth of their communities.”

Antiquum Ministerium
Apostolic letter of Pope Francis on 
instituting the Ministry of Catechist
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