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• National Catechetical Studies 

(Episcopal Commission on 

Catechesis and Catholic 

Education 1979, 1989).

• National Catechetical Study 

(NCS) 2016-2018 

• Studying Catechetical Formation 

Programs (SCFP)

Study background



In the new Apostolic letter "Antiquum

Ministerium" issued by Pope Francis, 

which establishes the ministry of 

catechesis; it also affirms the need of 

catechists to receive appropriate 

"biblical, theological, pastoral, 

pedagogical formation" to become 

effective in teaching catechesis.

Study background



Research Focus: Main questions

1.    What indicators of vulnerabilities and resilience can be observed 

from the catechetical formation experiences of selected Filipino 

catechist respondents?

2.    How do these indicators constitute the proposed “Catholic service 

ethic” as practiced by selected Filipino catechist respondents?



1.What is the sociodemographic profile of the selected Filipino 

catechist respondents?

2.What are their catechetical formation experiences in terms of (a) 

types of formation programs; (b) content of formation; (c) catechetical 

ministry engagements; and (d) catechesis during the COVID-19 

pandemic?

Research focus



Argument

The study argues that Filipino catechists are 
simultaneously vulnerable and resilient relative 
to their catechetical formation experiences. 
Specifically, the paper directs attention to the 
following observed indicators namely (a) age (b) 
gender, (c) formal education, (d) catechetical 
training, (e) work responsibilities, (f) welfare and 
wellbeing, (g) ministry support, and (h) COVID-19 
pandemic as constitutive of vulnerability and 
resilience contexts of catechetical formation 
experiences. 



Argument

These indicators and contexts affirm 
the observed faith-based service 
disposition of selected catechist 
respondents guiding their practice of 
catechetical ministry. This proposed 
Catholic service ethic seems to 
contribute to the persistence of 
Catholic faith amidst the pandemic. 



Conceptual lens: Vulnerability & 
Resilience

Vulnerability - inequalities and insecurities (Brown, Ecclestone and 
Emmel 2017) experienced by selected Filipino catechist respondents 
relative to socio-economic contexts and catechetical formation.

Resilience - the ability of the selected Filipino catechist respondents to 
respond to issues and concerns (Cutter, Boruff and Shirley 2003a, 
Ledesma 2014, Proag 2014) in their formation experiences.



Strategies Survey

NCS 2021 FTST Tracer 

(Google Forms)

Purposive

Interviews (Individual and 

group)

SCFP-IG Interviews 

(Audio/video, scanned SCFP-IG)

Convenience

Data

Sampling

Methods



Respondents Filipino catechist

Descriptive Statistics

Google Survey Form

MS Excel

IBM SPSS

Filipino Catechist

Coding

Thematic Analysis

MS Word

Word Cloud Generator

MAXQDA

Analytical 

Strategies

Software

Methods



Findings



Percentage Distribution of Age Group of Selected 
Filipino Catechist Respondents

Indicators n %

15-30 years old 122 8.20

31-59 years old 833 56.00

60 years old and above 532 35.80

Total 1,515 100.0



89%
are females

Percentage Distribution of Sex of Selected Filipino 
Catechist Respondents



32%
attain college level

Percentage Distribution of the Sociodemographic 
Profile of Selected Filipino Catechist Respondents: 

Highest Educational Attainment

28%
attain elementary level



78%
are in center 

(EP Manila)

Percentage Distribution of the Location of Selected Filipino Catechist 
Respondents



Types of catechetical 
formation programs

1

2

3

Catechists’ Orientation

Basic catechetical formation 

program

Certification program



Types of catechetical 
formation providers

1

2

3

Parish 

Diocese

Vicariate



Content of catechetical formation 
programs

Lecture method

Question & answer

Picture analysis

97.2%

95.3%

81.6%



Content of catechetical formation 
programs

Catechism of the Catholic Church (88.6%)

Bible (77.74%)

Church Documents (70.4%)



Catechetical ministry engagements

Less than a year

43.3%

More than 10 years

27.2%

One to five years

17.3%

Six to ten years

12.2%



Catechetical ministry engagements

46.2% of the selected Filipino catechist 

respondents are volunteers.



Catechetical ministry engagements
Categories Frequency %
Did you receive any form of support (for example: financial, emotional) during your 
catechetical formation program?

Yes 1,313 84.00
No 251 16.00
N= 1,564

Responses %
If yes, from whom did you receive support during your catechetical formation program?

Friends 987 75.10
Parish Priest 934 71.10
Other catechists 872 66.40
Catechetical coordinator 721 54.90
Bishop 566 43.10
Catechetical director 539 41.00
Community 316 24.00
N= 1,314



Catechesis 
during COVID-19 
pandemic



Discussion





Age

• Active involvement of 
elderly Filipino Catholics 
on Church activities.

• Retired teachers opt to 
volunteer and serve as 
catechists in public 
schools



Gender

• Role of elderly female catechists in 

catechizing Filipino Catholics (NCS 

2016-2018)

• Household and childcare 

responsibilities

• Employment difficulties in the 

Philippines that is exacerbated by the 

gender disparity in types of work and 

labor wages during the COVID-19 

pandemic (Wong 2021)

• Limited role of laity and women in the 

Catholic Church (Racelis 2015)



Formal education
• Teachers require regular training and 

development of their educational 

qualification in order to provide 

competent teaching practices (Otaru 

2015)

• Some dioceses require degree in religious 

education or certifications in catechesis. 

• Catechists are expected to have sufficient 

knowledge on catechism and other 

relevant Church documents



Catechetical training

• Issues on recruitment, training, and on-

going formation among catechists and 

religion teachers (Roche 1992)

• No standard implementation of training 

catechists

• Need for spaces for formation or 

catechetical centers

• They attend many activities such as 

assemblies, retreats, and recollections



Work responsibilities

• Part-time engagements of catechists

• Evangelizers of the youth and role model about Catholic 

faith practices



Welfare and well-being

• Availability and content of catechetical formation 
modules

• Compensation and benefits of selected Filipino catechist 
respondents primarily depends on the availability of 
resources in each ET





Ministry support

• Support of friends, priests, and 

fellow catechists are most 

significant

• Role of priests in the recruitment 

and training of selected Filipino 

catechist respondents



COVID-19 pandemic

• Development of online digital catechesis

• Online catechetical materials

• Online teaching-learning strategies



Concluding insights on 
"Catholic Service Ethic"

The observed indicators on 
vulnerability and resilience 
among the selected Filipino 
catechist respondents 
constitutes this “Catholic 
Service Ethic”



Catechetical ministry is still 
alive and being given life by 

KATEKISTA - what we call as 
"faith-driven" servants, front 

liners, and may be considered 
defenders of our faith.

“
“



• KATEKISTA offers hope.

• KATEKISTA finds meaning in sacrifices.

• KATEKISTA knows what it meant to truly serve and volunteer. 

• KATEKISTA may be the richness of our faith that could glue our 
Church more cohesively.
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